
Inside Design Systems 
From Vision to 
Implementation
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UI
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Design System

Style guides

Typography Colors Spacing

Patterns

Layouts Form validation Pagination

Brand Identity Accessibility Design principles

Guidelines

UI Components

Design Implementation Documentation
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Benefits

Higher 
quality

Faster 
production

UI 
consistency

Future- 
friendly

Shared 
vocabulary

Best 
practices
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Collaboration

UX 
Researchers

A11y 
Specialists

UI 
Developers

UI 
Designers

QA 
Engineers

Product 
Managers

Product 
Developers

Product 
Designers



Tools
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Figma

Design tool 

— Vector-based 

— Cloud-based 

— Real-time collaboration 

— Version control 

— Build shared libraries
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Storybook

Web UI tool 

— Web-based, open source 

— Component development 

— Documentation 

— Testing
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Component 
Library 

— Foundations 
— Components 
— Icons 
— Documentation 
— Templates 
— Recipes
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Component 
Organization 

Components
Primitive 

Components
Convenience 
Components
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Primitive 
Components  
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Field 
Components  
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FormField 
Components  
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Convenience Components  
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Alert
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Convenience Components  
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AlertInfo
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Convenience Components  
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AlertWarning
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Loading Components  
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Design Systems 
Off The Shelf 

— Ready-to-use components 

— Battle-tested 

— Well-documented 

— Maintained 

— Community

Pros Cons

— Design may not match 

— Hard to adapt to own needs and style 

— No control over direction 

— Covers a lot you don’t need 

— Uncertainty about maintenance
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Design Systems 
From Scratch 

— Full control over styling 

— Full control over functionality 

— Only required features 

— Opinionated components

Using Headless libraries

Examples

Headless UI, React Aria, Floating UI, Tanstack

— Unstyled components 

— Functionality without styles 

— More flexibility 

— Only use what you need 

— Wrap to provide own API



From Design 
To Implementation
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Button 
Design  
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Figma

— Base
— States
— Sizes
— Tones
— Variants
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Button 
Implementation  

Storybook 

— Web implementation 
— Documentation 
— Examples
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Button 
Usage  
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Build Better 
User Interfaces 
Using Design Systems


